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dying man, yet one in possession of all his faculties, for when he heard the
monks reciting the daily Office he frequently continued where they had left
off. Early in the morning of 24th October, the Feast of St Raphael, this
great apostle of the Spanish people and many others, fortified by the last
holy rites, passed to his reward.

In 1899, two years after his remains had been translated to the Mother
house of his Congregation at Vich, Barcelona, the holy Archbishop was
declared Venerable by Leo XIII. Beatified by Pius XI on 25th February,
1934, the Canonization followed on Sunday, 7th May, 1950, during the
present pontificate (Pius XII),

St Antonio Claret used to describe those outstanding impulses to do
good which he received as his " Assignments." Such indications come in
various forms to very many, and happy are they who make the response to
the calls of grace. Almost his whole life, in the old world and the new, had
been marked by vast labours for the salvation of souls by word, by example
and by the pen. His spirit is being reflected to-day in the great Missionary
Congregation which he called into being " to preach Jesus Christ and Him
crucified."

As in the case of not a few of God's champions, he did not live to see
the success of many of his undertakings. Opposition, amounting to positive
persecution, and calummies which pursued him even to the grave were his
lot, so that on his very death-bed he could repeat the famous words of the
great Pope Gregory VII: "I have loved justice and hated iniquity, therefore
I die in exile." Yet as the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church, so
the work of those who sow in tears is often reaped in gladness in other and
happier times.

\The Assignment of Antonio Claret.    By Daniel Sargent.    (The
Declan X.   McMullen Company, Inc., New York.)]
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LIKE many who have made, for good or evil, their mark on the world,
Joseph Cafasso came of a middle-class stock. His parents, John Cafessp
and Ursula Beltramo, were highly respected citizens of Castelnuovo d'Asti,
Piedmont. Their four children received a superior education, the subject
of this notice, Joseph, doing so well at his school as to be regarded as its
most promising pupil. He was much liked also by his classmates, whom
he would help in the matter of themes and exercises, for, like Chaucer's
famed Clerk of Oxenfbrd, " gladly would he learn and gladly teach ! "
After a short time at the High School of Chkri, young Ofasso, who